
Dear Friends,

A few months have passed since the Olympic flame 
was extinguished in the Maracanã stadium following a 
spectacular Closing Ceremony, giving us an opportunity 
to look back and review the great success of the Olympic 
Games Rio 2016. It was a record-breaking Olympic Games 
in so many respects. They will be remembered forever 
for incredible performances of the world’s best athletes in 
iconic venues. The first-ever Refugee Olympic Team inspired 
us with their talent and human spirit, and the volunteers 
warmed our hearts with their smiles. The Brazilians shared 
their enthusiasm for sport and their joy of life with the world. 
Without doubt, the Olympic Games Rio 2016 helped show 
us the power of sport to unite the world and demonstrated 
that diversity can enrich us all. The Olympic Games Rio 2016 
were truly marvellous Games in the Marvellous City.

The Olympic Games Rio 2016 also set records outside 
the field of play. Rio 2016 was the most watched Olympic 
Games in history, with about half the world’s population 
tuning into Games coverage. There was more coverage 
across all media than ever before: 350,000 total hours 
of broadcast coverage, which is a 75 per cent increase 
from London 2012, and 5 billion impressions on our social 
media platforms. They will also go down in history as 
transformational Olympic Games for Rio de Janeiro and 
Brazil and they are leaving a unique legacy for generations 
to come.

One of the main reasons why Rio de Janeiro was able 
to stage such successful Olympic Games even during 
unprecedented times of economic and political crises in 
Brazil, was thanks to the vision of the organisers who were 
always determined to make the Olympic Games serve 
the city and the people of Rio de Janeiro. Thanks to this 
focus, the Olympic Games became a catalyst for urban 
development that has spurred investment in Rio de Janeiro 
that would otherwise not have happened. Rio de Janeiro  
has shown the transformative power that Olympic Games 
can bring to a city and its citizens.

Another key for success was the close cooperation between 
the IOC, the Organising Committee, the International 
Federations and the National Olympic Committees, which 
allowed us to overcome the many challenges.

The debrief meetings will launch the overall review process 
of the Olympic Games Rio 2016. It will be an important 
occasion for future Host Cities to learn and share from 
the experience of Rio 2016. The success and legacy of 
Rio 2016 allows the Olympic Movement to build on this 
momentum, as our focus shifts from South America to  
Asia with the next three consecutive Olympic Games taking 
place in PyeongChang, Tokyo and Beijing respectively.

Tokyo 2020 in particular will be looking very closely to the 
key learnings in order to turn its own vision of the most 
innovative Olympic Games into reality in less than four  
years’ time.

Let me wish everyone much success and fruitful discussions 
in this debrief. I can assure you that the IOC is on the side of 
all the Organising Committees on every step of their journey 
to the next Olympic Games.

Thomas Bach

President
International Olympic Committee
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